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nation that received him. His great safarity enabled him to
see the true interest of England, and his ability for business
to keep in hand the strings of an intricate,* policy without falling
under the sway of any minister whose designs might be more
warped by national or party inclinations than his own ; even
that clear-sighted selfishness which kept him during the whole
of his life free from complicity in the struggles of foreign nations,
and intent on the security and completeness of his own
dominion was a characteristic which brought much good to
the reviving spirit of England. His policy was to govern
England as an English king, to utilize and train all the elements
of life by new organization, and, by asserting his royal rights
and those of his people, to keep the feudal system in its proper
subordination to the national interests.

His reign falls naturally into four epochs : the first, extend-
ing from his accession to his quarrel with Thomas Beckct ; the
second, from that point to the death of the archbishop ; the
third, until the death of the younger Henry in 1183 ; and
the fourth, to his own death in 1189.

I. The first ten years of the reign were singularly happy
and prosperous. Henry's first ministers were the men whose
exertions had secured his succession : Theobald, Archbishop
of Canterbury ; Thomas, the Chancellor ; and the Earl of
Leicester, whose support he had obtained whilst he was Duke
of Normandy. With their co-operation he proceeded at once
to carry out the plan of reform dictated by the Peace of
Wallingford, recalled the Bishop of Ely to the Exchequer, and
resumed, after consultation with his assembled barons, the
estates of the crown, which had been alienated by Stephen and
Matilda. He then ordered the demolition of the illegal castles
which had been the strongholds of baronial tyranny, and
enforced by arms the entire submission of the few who, like
Roger of Gloucester, Hugh Mortimer, William of Aumfde, and
Hugh Bigot, attempted to defeat the measure. In all this he
seems to have acted on the plan of his grandfather, whose